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Regional Conservation Species

In September 2001, in response to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA), Region 3 of 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service published a document entitled Fish and Wildlife Resource 
Conservation Priorities, Region 3 (RCPs). The RCP document contains 182 species considered to be 
in the greatest need of attention under the Service’s full span of authorities. The strategies identified 
in the document will contribute to the conservation, protection, and recovery of migratory birds, 
threatened and endangered species, and interjurisdictional fish as well as the habitats on which they 
depend, thus fulfilling the Service’s mission. Benefits of identifying RCPs include:

Assisting employees in prioritizing workloads and opportunities.
Focusing application of the Service’s many fish and wildlife conservation tools (authorities, programs, 
expertise, etc.)
Identifying research priorities and training needs.
Preparation of Refuge comprehensive conservation plans and ecosystem plans.
Developing budgets.

Consideration of RCPs in day-to-day activities will lead to protection, enhancement, and restoration of 
the most important Regional resources through the efficient and wise application of the Service’s 
people and funding.

The following table presents the RCPs for the ecoregion within which Sherburne NWR lies and 
identifies the broad habitats associated with each species.
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Gray Wolf

Common Loon X

Double-crested Cor-
morant

X X X

American Bittern X X

Least Bittern X

Snow Goose X X

Canada Goose 
(Giants)

X X

Canada Goose 
(urban giants)

X X

Canada Goose 
(EPP)

X X

Trumpeter Swan X X X

Wood Duck X X X

Mallard X X X

Northern Pintail X X

Blue-winged Teal X X

Canvasback X X X

Lesser Scaup X X X

Bald Eagle X X X

Peregrine Falcon X X X X X X X X

Northern 
Goshawk

X

Red-shouldered 
Hawk

X

Northern Harrier X X
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Brook trout (inland 
pop.)

X

Lake sturgeon 
(inland pop.)

X

Shovelnose stur-
geon

X

Walleye (1836 
Ceded Territory)

X X X

Muskellunge (1836) X X

Blue sucker X

Hellbender X

Black sandshell X

Elktoe X

Mapleleaf X X X

Monkeyface X

Round pigtoe X

Threeridge X

Winged mapleleaf X

Zebra mussel X X

Rusty crayfish X X
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